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The Honorable Patrick P. O’Carroll, Jr.
Inspector General

Social Security Administration

6401 Security Boulevard

Room 300, Altmeyer Building
Baltimore, MD 21235

Dear Mr. O’Carroll:

We are writing to request a review of the Social Security Administration’s application of the
good cause provisions in the Agency’s fugitive felon program.

Under current law, the payment of Title IT and X VI benefits is prohibited to a beneficiary who is
“fleeing” to avoid prosecution, custody, or confinement for a felony or is violating a condition of
probation or parole unless the Agency determines that good cause exists for paying such
benefits.

The Agency shall determine that mandatory good cause exists and continue benefit payments if
= A court of competent jurisdiction found the person not guilty, dismissed the charges,

vacated the warrant for arrest, or issued any similar exoneration order or

= The individual was erroneously implicated in the criminal offense because of identity
fraud.

Further, the Agency may determine that discretionary good cause exists, and continue benefit
payments if (1) the criminal offense was non-violent and not drug-related, and in the case of
probation or parole violators, both the violation and the underlying offense were non-violent and
not drug related, and (2) mitigating factors exist.

Specifically, we ask that you provide us with the following information:

1. The step-by-step procedures for how the Agency determines whether good cause exists.

2. How often the Agency found good cause in the fugitive felon program.
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3. Fugitive cases where good cause was not found and whether it appeared that the person
met the good cause criteria (e.g., the offense was non-violent and not drug-related).

4. Based on this preliminary review, whether the Agency is effectively administering the
good cause provisions in the fugitive felon program.

We look forward to your report. If you have any questions, please contact Kim Hildred, Staff
Director, Ways and Means Social Security Subcommittee Republicans, or Matt Weidinger, Staff
Director, Ways and Means Income Security and Family Support Republicans at 202.225.4021.

Sincerely,
Sam Johnson Jghn Linder
Ranking Member anking Member
Subcommittee on Social Security Subcommittee on Income Security and
Family Support
Wally Herger : ’

Member



