Congressman Wally Herger

H.R. 1485, the Catastrophic Wildfire Community Protection Act

Bill Summary

Much of our wildland-urban interface (WUI) is currently in the midst of an emergency situation with respect to
the overwhelming threat of catastrophic wildfire due to unnaturally dense forests. Decades of declining forest
management have resulted in forests that are in many cases several times as dense as they were at the turn of
the century.

e The federal land management agencies are presented with a variety of obstacles that severely limit their
ability to reduce fuels and manage forest lands at the scale to have any measureable impact.

e This situation places our rural communities and others who reside within the WUI at immediate
risk to devastating wildfire on federal lands.

e Many of these areas have developed collaborative plans to identify and implement hazardous fuels
reduction and forest thinning projects to protect themselves from this risk but have seen their efforts
delayed due to bureaucracy and obstructionism from activist groups.

The Catastrophic Wildfire Community Protection Act seeks to address this issue by:

e Requiring the Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management to implement the projects identified by
the local communities on federal lands that are within an at-risk community or at-risk watershed.

o The respective agency is directed to utilize existing authority to conduct environmental analysis
on the proposed project without having to study a range of alternatives that usually add
unnecessary expense and delay to the NEPA process.

e Establishing an emergency process whereby if the county — in consultation with the state forester - in
which the project is located declares a state of emergency due to fire risk, the agency is required to
appeal to the Council on Environmental Quality to develop alternative arrangements to NEPA pursuant
to existing authority.

o Should CEQ fail to act within the specified deadline, the agency is then required to
implement the project notwithstanding any other provision of law in order to address the
emergency situation the county has declared.

o In addition, the implementation of projects under an emergency declaration will not be subject to
judicial review.

This bill intends to meet the needs of our local communities through a streamlined process that
implements hazardous fuels reduction projects in response to the direct threat of catastrophic
wildfire. Enactment of this legislation would allow local communities to proactively work with
professional land mangers and fire experts to manage federal lands in their backyard and protect
themselves in the face of inaction from the federal government or the delay tactics of outside
environmental fringe groups.




