Obama Administration Blocks Job-Creating Pipeline Project

In case you missed it, the Obama Administration this week rejected the application for
constructing the Keystone Pipeline , a project that would create tens of thousands of jobs
through transporting up to 1.1 million barrels of crude oil per day from Canada to refineries in
Texas. With my support, the House of Representatives led
the effort to compel the Administration to promptly render a decision after it initially indicated
that a decision wouldn’t be made until after the 2012 elections. Unfortunately, the Administration
has made the wrong decision, which is inexplicable considering that the project would help put
Americans back to work at a time of unacceptably high unemployment and help bolster our
nation’s energy supplies.

In rejecting the application, the Administration failed to heed the concern from the President’s
own Council on Jobs and Competiveness which stated in its 2011 year-end report : “[The]
regulatory and permitting obstacles that could threaten the development of some energy
projects, negatively impact jobs and weaken our energy infrastructure need to be addressed.”
By denying the Keystone Pipeline application and requiring the company building the project to
restart the application process, the Administration has created another time-consuming
bureaucratic hurdle—even though the pipeline has already undergone extensive environmental
impact studies and expert scientific review.

The Obama Administration should listen to its own job council and allow for the expedited
approval of this project. Its denial will keep thousands of unemployed Americans out of work,
undermine our nation’s energy security as gas prices are escalating, and needlessly force an
ally in Canada to send their energy to China and elsewhere. | anticipate the Administration’s
action will not be the last word, however. The House will almost certainly speak on this issue
again in the coming weeks, and | will continue to do everything | can to get this commonsense
project approved.
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